The NASCAR K&N Pro Series has be-
come the preeminent development proving
ground for the sport's future stars.

The 27 races on the 2016 schedule -
from New England to Southern California,
and from Washington to Florida - provides
a comprehensive slate of venues and events
designed to test drivers and showcase the
best and brightest for NASCAR fans.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
and West schedules, announced today,
comprise of 14 points races for each cham-
pionship. It is highlighted by the annual
meeting in the Heartland for the combina-
tion race at lowa Speedway on July 29.

Both calendars include some of the best
short tracks in the United States, as well as
several companion events with NASCAR's
three national series, and three road-course
races in each series.

In addition to returns to iconic staples of
the East and West, both schedules feature
some exciting new events for 2016: New
Jersey Motorsports Park, Alabama's Mo-
bile International Speedway and Virginia's
Dominion Raceway in the East, and West's
first trip to California's Orange Show
Speedway in more than 30 years.

The West slate also features the return of
Douglas County Speedway in Oregon, as
well as the first doubleheader weekend in
series' modern history with a pair of Sep-
tember races at Utah Motorsports Campus,
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formerly Miller Motorsports Park. The
East celebrates the return to Connecticut's
historic Stafford Motor Speedway for the
first time since 2008.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series East will
race at 13 different tracks in 12 states.
Highlights of the 2016 schedule include:

* The championship season will kick
off once again at Florida's high-banked
New Smyrna Speedway on Sunday, Feb.
14, and the champion will be crowned at
The Monster Mile, Dover International
Speedway, on Friday, Sept. 30.

* The series will be the centerpiece of
the inaugural season of the brand-new Do-
minion Raceway, a 4-mile oval 25 minutes
south of Fredericksburg, Virginia with a
trip on Memorial Day (Monday, May 30).

* New Jersey will join New York's
Watkins Glen International and VIRginia
International Raceway to give the schedule
a trio of road-course venues.

* Stafford was a staple of the series'
early years as the NASCAR Busch North
Series with 29 races in 22 years, and will
be the second trip to New England for the
series along with New Hampshire Motor
Speedway.

* The series will again race at two of
NASCAR's most venerable tracks with a
pair of trips to South Carolina's Greenville
Pickens Speedway, and the July 2 event at
Ohio's Columbus Motor Speedway.

Highlights of the NASCAR K&N Pro
Series West, which will race at 13 different
tracks across eight states, include:

* The 2016 run will begin and end in
California. The campaign will get under-
way in Southern California with a Satur-
day, March 19 race at Irwindale Speedway,
just north of Los Angeles. And in a race
that promises an electric atmosphere and
fireworks before a traditionally sold-out
crowd, the West will decide its champion
on Saturday, Oct. 15, at All American
Speedway, near Sacramento.

* In an unprecedented race week-
end, the series will compete in two full
championship races on Sept. 10-11 at Utah
Motorsports Campus, the state-of-the-art
road course 30 minutes southwest of Salt
Lake City. The series ran at the track from
2007-2014 before it was closed temporari-
ly last year. It is the first time the series will
run back-to-back days since 1979, and first
time since the series' modern era began in
1971 that the two races in two days will be
run at the same track.

*  After successful inaugural events
in 2015, Arizona's Tucson Speedway and
Idaho's Meridian Speedway are again on
the schedule and join series' staples Kern
County Raceway Park in California, Colo-
rado National Speedway and Washington's
Evergreen Speedway.

* In addition to Utah's two races,
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California's Sonoma Raceway will be the
third road course event as it hosts its 38th
West race on the NASCAR Sprint Cup
weekend in June.

* Orange Show Speedway, the
quarter-mile oval in San Bernardino,
California, has been in continuous opera-
tion since 1947. It held eight West races
between 1968 and '78.

In addition to Iowa, Watkins Glen, New
Hampshire and Dover, companion events
for the NASCAR K&N Pro Series feature
East stops at Bristol Motor Speedway, as
well as the annual West race at Sonoma.
The 27 races that make up the NASCAR
K&N Pro East and West calendar will be
contested on 26 different weekends.

NASCAR K&N Pro Series television
broadcast schedules on NBCSN will be
announced at a later date.

Ed Clark’s predictions --- Continued from page 12

JOHNSON WILL WIN HIS SEVENTH TITLE: "Well,
I’ve managed to jinx drivers here in the past, so we’ll see
what happens for this year’s championship prediction. I
look for Jimmie Johnson to shake off the past two years'
disappointments in The Chase and entire legendary com-
pany by winning his seventh championship in NASCAR’s
top division, and he’ll win a total of five times this year."

EPIC ROOKIE RACE: "Ask long-time fans of the
sport, and they’ll rave about how exciting the 1979 rookie
of the year battle was between Dale Earnhardt Sr., Terry
Labonte, Harry Gant and Joe Millikan. But this year’s
crop of rookies may match, if not surpass it.

"The big attention-grabber for this year’s group is, with
good reason, Chase Elliott. But there’ll be more to this
year’s rookies than that. Ryan Blaney goes from running
part-time to full-time in the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
for the Wood Brothers. In the races that he ran for them
last year, he had the No. 21 car running well, and it won’t
hurt his case in 2016 to have Penske horsepower under

the hood.

"Over at Front Row Motorsports, Chris Buescher will
be in the No. 34 car. With the momentum of being the
defending NASCAR XFINITY Series champion, he’ll

XFINITY TITLE

"Look for Erik Jones to continue to see his star rise as
he’ll win the NASCAR XFINITY Series championship
a year after doing so in the NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series. In the process, he’ll magnify the good
problem Joe Gibbs Racing will face in having only four
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series seats and five outstanding
drivers. But what a great dilemma to have!

"That said, it won’t be an easy championship to win.
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be looking to take that next step forward, and he’ll do so
with engineering support from Roush Fenway Racing.
"And don’t count out Brian Scott, either. Finally in
NASCAR’s top level, he’ll be eager to prove his mettle
driving for Richard Petty Motorsports. This will definitely
be a fun group of rookies to keep up with."
ERIK JONES WILL WIN SPIRITED FIGHT FOR

Jones will have to contend with the likes of Justin All-
gaier, Ty Dillon, Bubba Wallace and Daniel Suarez. All
three drivers will be formidable opponents. Allgaier has
raced on NASCAR’s highest level and his teaming with
JR Motorsports could prove to be a powerful combina-
tion. Dillon has been a factor to win the series title and
has the experience of racing for a championship. Bubba

Wallace has a year of experience in the series now, and

racing for a Roush Fenway organization that won the
championship last year doesn’t hurt either. And when you
combine Suarez’s talent and equipment from Gibbs. No
doubt, the 2016 XFINITY championship battle will be
one for the ages.

"Regardless of what happens, it’s going to be another
exciting season of NASCAR racing! As to how right or
wrong I am...time will tell!"
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