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Wheldon Edges Hildebrand In Unforgettable Indianapolis 500 Finish

R Hildebrand stood beside the crumpled car and ran his fingers through his hair, trying to discern just what transpired on the final lap of the 100th anniver-
sary Indianapolis 500.

The 23-year-old Californian was a few hundred yards from being the first rookie to win the race since Helio Castroneves in 2001 and creating a sto-
ryline that would follow him into the record books. But, as all veterans will say, nothing is for certain in 200 laps of racing on the 2.5-mile strip of asphalt.

Hildebrand's No. 4 National Guard Panther Racing car drifted up the track exiting Turn 4 and smacked the SAFER Barrier. Dan Wheldon, the 2005 race
and IZOD IndyCar Series champion, was Danny on the spot for the victory.

Wheldon’s No. 98 William Rast-CURB/Big Machine car for Bryan Herta Autosport with Curb/Agajanian overtook Hildebrand’s sliding car and crossed
the start/finish line under yellow. Chief steward Brian Barnhart said there's no requirement for cars not involved in an accident to stay behind those in-
volved/disabled. Photos courtesy of IRL.
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