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Drag
PRITCHETT JOINS ARMY RACING LINEUP

Champion Top Fuel Drivers Schumacher, Brown Welcome DSR Teammate to the U.S. Army Fold for 2018 NHRA Campaign
BROWNSBURG, Indiana (Jan. 30, 2018) – U.S. Army 

Racing has bolstered its 11-time championship-winning 
Top Fuel driver lineup of Tony “The Sarge” Schumacher 
and Antron Brown with the addition of fellow Don 
Schumacher Racing (DSR) driver Leah Pritchett and her 
team for the 2018 NHRA Mello Yello Drag Racing Series 
season, it was announced Tuesday in preparation for this 
weekend’s annual NHRA Nitro Preseason Test Days at 
Wild Horse Pass Motorsports Park on the outskirts of 
Phoenix.

Pritchett and the DSR Mopar/U.S. Army Dragster 
team will join eight-time champion Schumacher and 
three-time champion Brown when the Army Racing heri-
tage marches into its 18th full season of NHRA competi-
tion since “The Sarge” debuted the U.S. Army colors on 
his DSR Dragster at the prestigious U.S. Nationals just 
outside Indianapolis in September 2000.

“Throughout the U.S. Army’s 17-year partnership with 
DSR, the Army colors have exhibited dominance and 
resilience with one

 of the most elite organizations in all of motorsports,” 
said Elizabeth Wilson, deputy assistant secretary of the 
Army for Marketing and Director of the Army Marketing 
Research Group. “Tony Schumacher, Antron Brown and 
their respective teams have been the ultimate represen-
tatives of our more than 1 million U.S. Army Soldiers 
around the world. And today, we are extremely proud to 
welcome Leah Pritchett to the Army Racing family and 
look forward to the addition of a third championship-
contending driver and team to the lineup.”

In addition to representing the U.S. Army on the 
racetrack during the 24-event NHRA Mello Yello Drag 
Racing Series campaign, Pritchett will join Schumacher 
and Brown in the Army’s initiatives away from the track, 
including local high school programs at each track on the 
circuit, the Army’s Centers of Influence (COI) and the 
NHRA’s Youth & Education Services (YES) events dur-
ing race weekends throughout the season.

“This is one of the most prestigious partnerships of my 
career and for our team, and we look forward to joining 
this very successful Army duo of Tony and Antron, creat-
ing the U.S. Army trifecta,” said Pritchett, who is coming 
off a powerful 2017 season that included four event titles 
in six final-round appearances. “This is a tremendous 
opportunity for us, to represent the Soldiers who serve 
and enable us to do what we love. Tony and Antron have 
had an insurmountable impact on my life. I am humbled 
and honored to join them in representing the U.S. Army, 
and our team is inspired not just rise to our expectations 
for next year, but to elevate our training even further. On 
a personal note, Tony was my first favorite driver in the 
NHRA. I met him even before the U.S. Army partnership 
began for him and watched him from the other side of the 
ropes. I’ve always seen Antron as a role model since his 
switch to Top Fuel. As every year becomes slightly more 
surreal, this is yet another new chapter, one that carries 
the prestige and the honor with my two teammates of 
representing Soldiers around the world. Our goal is to 
win on the track for my team, win for the Army in the 
communities we visit, and represent the U.S. Army with 

our entire heart and soul.”
In her first full season with DSR, Pritchett kicked off 

2017 with a victory at the NHRA Winternationals in 
Pomona, California, her first of four event titles and six 
final-round appearances on the year. The 2018 NHRA 
Mello Yello Drag Racing Series kicks off Feb. 9 to 11 
with the 58th annual NHRA Winternationals at Pomona.

Looking ahead for Southeast 2018 NHRA action, 
get your tickets now for the Gatornationals in March at 
Gainesville, Fla. and the Summernationals in May at 
Commerce, Ga.


