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“We are happy to win the driver 
and team championships for the whole 
season,” said Ricky Taylor, who 
with his younger brother, Angelelli 
and three-time NASCAR Cup Series 
champion Jeff Gordon started the 
season with a dominating victory in 
the Rolex 24 At Daytona and never 
looked back. “The team and car had 
run flawlessly all year. It’s too bad 
to have an issue at the Petit Le Mans 
when we were fighting for the TP-
NAEC title. It was a crazy start to the 
race with the wet and then going dry. 
It was a lot of work at the start. The 
team did a great job all year. Everyone 
at Cadillac, Dallara and our sponsors 
at Konica Minolta all have a hand this 
championship. The five wins to start 
the season was great and especially 
winning the Rolex 24 and Sebring – 
the stuff all drivers dream about. To 
win it with my dad, Jordan and Max, 
who is also family, is really a dream 
season.”

Ricky Taylor’s bid for a fourth 
consecutive pole position and fifth 
of the season was thwarted when he 
ended up seventh in Friday’s qualify-
ing session. He played it safe during 
the early laps of today’s race but made 
steady and determined improvement 
in track position during his opening 
two-hour, 20-minute stint. He and 
the team worked their way into the 
top-five during a round of green-flag 
pit stops at the one-hour mark, and he 
found himself in the lead for the first 
time on lap 78, just past the two-hour 
mark. He held the point for the next 
13 laps before pitting on lap 91 to turn 
the car over to Hunter-Reay.

Just a short time later, Hunter-Reay 
coasted into the pits from his spot in 
the top-five and the team called it a 
day – and a season – shortly thereafter.

“We had a good race going,” 
Hunter-Reay said. “We were focused 
on the Endurance Cup. I took over the 
car from Ricky. I was getting heat in 
the tires and then, on the backstraight, 
we all of a sudden lost drive to the 

rear wheels. It is amazing what the 
team has accomplished this year with 
the five wins. I joined them a little too 
late, but a great season for them and 
congratulations to everyone on the 
championship.”

Jordan Taylor, who also won the 
2013 Grand-Am Rolex Sports Car 
Series driver championship alongside 
Angelelli in the No. 10 Prototype, was 
today’s third driver in the rotation but 
never had a chance to get behind the 
wheel.

“Being with Ricky the past four 
years, we have been close to winning 
the championship,” he said. “It means 
a lot to win it with family, and Max 
is like family, as well. We started the 
year strong with five straight wins. 

Add the victories at Daytona and 
Sebring, Ricky had all of those poles, 
and we won Long Beach, too. Win-
ning at Detroit was great, as well. We 
are a family team. The crew is very 
close. We were the first ones to work 
with the Cadillac this year. For us to 
win the championship with Cadillac, 
the ECR (Earnhardt Childress Racing 
Engines) guys and Dallara in the first 
year of the DPi prototypes is special. 
For us to win the championship means 
a lot to everyone who developed the 
car, as well as our sponsor Konica 
Minolta.”

The 2018 seasons begins with the 
traditional Rolex 24 At Daytona Jan. 
27 to 28 at Daytona (Fla.) Interna-
tional Speedway.
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