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JUNIOR” IS NOW AN ALABAMA GANG HONORARY MEMBER!

As Talladega’s October weekend ap-
proached the members of the Alabama
Gang decided to make Dale Earnhardt Jr.
part of the group. Earnhardt was officially
welcomed into the Alabama Gang as an
Honorary member by Bobby Allison, Don-
nie Allison and Red Farmer.

The Alabama Gang was the nickname for
a group of NASCAR drivers (and subse-
quently their offspring) who set up shop and
operated out of Hueytown, Alabama (near
Birmingham, Alabama). In the late 1950s,
young auto racer Bobby Allison left Miami,

Florida, looking for an area that had more
opportunities to race. He discovered central
Alabama in his travels. The region was dot-
ted with small dirt tracks, and Allison won
big his first few times out. He returned to
Florida to pick up his brother Donnie Alli-
son, and friend Red Farmer.

The trio set up shop in Hueytown, Ala-
bama, and were dominant throughout the
1960s and early 1970s. In 1973, Jimmy
Means joined the gang. Beginning in 1979,
their sons and contemporaries began racing,
and became known as members of the Ala-
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bama Gang themselves. Bobby’s son Davey
Allison, and fellow Hueytown residents Neil
Bonnett, and David Bonnett. Hut Stricklin,
who married Donnie’s daughter, became the
last member of the Alabama Gang.

All of the original members of the Ala-
bama Gang have been inducted into the
International Motorsports Hall of Fame.
Hueytown memorialized the racers by re-
naming its main street Allison-Bonnett Me-
morial Drive. There are other tributes to the
“Gang” around the city. Other streets bear
names of the members, including Davey
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Allison Boulevard and Red Farmer Drive,
and certain local businesses also have paid
tribute to the famous drivers. A Honda au-
tomobile dealership located in Hueytown
was named Neil Bonnett Honda for many
years, but it was renamed Serra Honda in
2006. Additionally, the Seal of the City of
Hueytown features two checkered flags,
acknowledging the large part racing has
played in the city’s history. On April 30,
2014, Talladega Superspeedway renamed
the back straightaway The Alabama Gang
Superstretch.
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CONGRAT’S JR!!!

NASCAR Updates Driver Participation Guidelines for 2017

New Guidelines Further Elevate
Next Generation of Stars;
Strengthen Series Identity

In an announcement that will put an

even brighter spotlight on the next genera-
tion of stars and bolster the identity of all
three of its national series, NASCAR an-
nounced on Wednesday driver participa-
tion guidelines for the 2017 season. The
new guidelines limit the number of events
a premier series driver can race in the NA-
SCAR XFINITY Series and NASCAR

Camping World Truck Series.

Starting next season, premier series
drivers with more than five years of full-
time experience will be eligible to compete
in a maximum of 10 races in the XFINITY
Series and seven races in the NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series.

Additionally, drivers with more than
five years of full-time premier series ex-
perience will be ineligible to compete in
the final eight races in each series, as well
as the Dash 4 Cash races in the NASCAR

XFINITY Series. The final eight races are
comprised of the regular season finale and
the entirety of the Chase in each series.

Drivers earning premier series points
in 2017 also are not eligible to compete in
the 2017 NASCAR XFINITY Series and
NASCAR Camping World Truck Series
Championship Races at Homestead-Mi-
ami Speedway.

"The updated guidelines will elevate
the stature of our future stars, while also
providing them the opportunity to com-
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pete against the best in professional mo-
torsports," said Jim Cassidy, NASCAR
senior vice president of racing operations.
"These updated guidelines are the result of
a collaborative effort involving the entire
industry, and will ultimately better show-
case the emerging stars of NASCAR."
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