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Don Carlton Memorial Nostalgia Pro Stock Race A Huge Success
Story & Photos: Kevin Thorne

Thousands of fans and hundreds of 
drivers made their way to Wilkesboro 
Dragway Saturday for the Inaugural Don 
Carlton Memorial Race.

Cars and drivers from all over the na-
tion took time to take part in celebrating 
the life of one of the greatest Pro Stock 
drivers and pioneers of the sport along 
with a who's who of drivers and their ma-
chines that made the sport what it is today.

In the Top ET portion, Lonnie Plyer 
and his wheelstanding classic Camaro 
bested Frank Aldridge and his roadster. 
This was Plyer's first Wilkesboro Drag-
way win in several years.

Modified saw Neal Church and "Lil 
Red" win again over veteran racer and 
last weeks winner Darrell Powell and his 
mighty Chevelle. With only 2 points races 
left, this win gave Church a 20+ points 
lead and all but clinches the 2016 Wilkes-

boro Dragway Modified championship.
Street had a classic Ford Mustang 

Mach1 battle in the finals. Two of the 
most beautiful Mach1's around, the 72 
Mach1 of Danny Cole took the win over 
the 70 Mach1 of points leader and and 
probable 2016 Wilkesboro Dragway 
Street division champion Wayne Ward 
This was Cole's second win of the season 
and the third week in a row Ward finished 
runner up.

The WSC 4.90 outlaws saw a all Ford 
sort of final as well when Michael White 
piloting the Larry Hipps Mustang took the 
win over the classic Mercury Comet of 
Jim Cairnes.

Wilkesboro Dragway would like to 
thank all the fans and drivers that made 
this race such a success! Plans are already 
in the works for the 2nd annual Don Carl-
ton Memorial Race with hopes to make it 
even bigger and better for 2017!
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