
SONOMA, Calif. – Steve Torrence kept 
his hopes alive to sweep the NHRA’s 
famed three-race Western Swing on Sun-
day, powering to the Top Fuel win at the 
33rd annual NHRA Sonoma Nationals at 
Sonoma Raceway.

Robert Hight (Funny Car), Aaron Stan-
field (Pro Stock) and Karen Stoffer (Pro 
Stock Motorcycle) also won in their re-
spective categories at the ninth race of the 
2021 NHRA Camping World Drag Racing 
Series season and the second of the famed 
three-race NHRA Western Swing.

Torrence, the points leader and three-
time defending world champ, went 
3.757-seconds at 327.98 mph in his 
11,000-horsepower Capco Contractors 
dragster to squeak past Leah Pruett in the 
final round by just .002. It gives Torrence 
his third straight win, and second in a row 
during the Western Swing and he’ll head to 
Pomona next weekend to try to become the 
eighth driver in NHRA history to sweep 

the Western Swing and the first since 2009. 
To advance to the final, Torrence had to 

get past Cameron Ferre, Doug Kalitta and 
Antron Brown. He then narrowly beat Pru-
ett in the final round after she went 3.768 
at 323.04 in what was a thrilling side-by-
side race to claim his sixth win this season 
and 46th in his career. 

“I went up there and was a little antsy 
on the Tree and just got away with it,” 
Torrence said. “I did everything possible 
to screw that final round up. These Capco 
boys are unbelievable and I’m just the for-
tunate guy who is blessed to drive it. They 
work hard and just love their jobs. It’s so 
much fun racing here, and we’ve still got 
our hopes alive to go sweep the Swing and 
we got it done today.”

After struggling for most of the 2021 
season, Pruett enjoyed a breakout week-
end, advancing to her 17th career final 
round and first this year. She knocked off 
Justin Ashley and No. 1 qualifier Brittany 
Force to meet up with Torrence.

Hight’s dominance at Sonoma Raceway 
continued on Sunday, as he won at the fan-
favorite facility for a third straight time, 
delivering a run of 3.971 at 322.50 in his 
11,000-horsepower Auto Club Chevrolet 
Camaro SS to beat defending world champ 
Matt Hagan in the final round. The win fur-
thered Hight’s incredible run at Sonoma, 
gave him two victories this season and 53 
in his career, and ended Hagan’s chances 
to sweep the Western Swing. Hagan was 
quicker off the starting line, but Hight, who 
beat Steven Densham, J.R. Todd and No. 
1 qualifier Ron Capps to reach the final 
round, chased him down at the finish line, 
winning by a mere 15 inches.

“I just had a lot of confidence in my 
team,” Hight said. “I just needed to have 
some confidence in myself. It’s pretty 
tough out here in Funny Car and you have 
to be on your game. I think we learned 
some things this weekend and you’ve got 
to rise to the occasion. When I first started 
racing, I would come to Sonoma and I 
couldn’t do anything. The last three, we’ve 
dominated and it’s been a lot of fun. It’s 
been an unbelievable weekend and we’re 
headed to Auto Club Raceway now.”

Hagan reached his second straight final 
and 68th in his career thanks to round wins 
against Jeff Diehl, Blake Alexander and 
Alexis DeJoria.

Stanfield won a thrilling duel of young 
standouts in the Pro Stock final round, 

slipping past rookie Dallas Glenn with a 
run of 6.557 at 209.56 in his Janac Broth-
ers Chevrolet Camaro. The close win 
gave Stanfield his second victory in the 
past three Pro Stock races and three in his 
career. To reach the final round, Stanfield 
raced past Chris McGaha, Matt Hartford, 
and No. 1 qualifier and points leader Greg 
Anderson to reach the final round. In the 
championship round, Glenn posted a .016 
reaction time to Stanfield’s .020, but the 
Elite Motorsports driver had enough power 
to track him down.

“Every run is really important and the 
guys did a great job with the hot rod to-
day,” Stanfield said. “I felt like I was driv-
ing halfway decent and they were giving 
me a great racecar, and everything always 
has to come together to win in this class. 
Today, it came together and I have to thank 
everyone at Elite. All the guys that work so 
hard and the people who support me, they 
let me come out here and do what I love. It 
was a good day. It was a tough lineup to go 
through and my guys did a great job.”

Glenn advanced to his third final round 
to continue his stellar rookie season in 
the class, knocking off Val Smeland, KB 
Racing teammate Kyle Koretsky and Troy 
Coughlin Jr.

Stoffer capped off a resurgent weekend 
in Pro Stock Motorcycle, winning for the 
first time since 2019 by taking out Andrew 

Hines in the final round with a run of 6.798 
at 197.36 on her Ray Skillman/Big St. 
Charles Suzuki. It also marked Stoffer’s 
10th career win, as she was able to hold 
off a hard-charging Hines at the finish line. 
Stoffer, who impressed on Saturday and 
qualified No. 2, beat Scott Bottorff, Joey 
Gladstone and her White Alligator Racing 
(WAR) teammate Jerry Savoie to advance 
to the final round, and finished the job at a 
track that holds a lot of memories for the 
veteran.

“Winning in Sonoma is definitely on my 
bucket list,” Stoffer said. “I kind of call it 
my home race because I raced Division 7 
so long and I was a Division 7 champion. 
Coming here to Sonoma, it’s been phe-
nomenal. This is definitely a moment I will 
always remember. This WAR team, they 
gave me a good bike and I said earlier we 
could go toe-to-toe with everyone. It was a 
really good race with Andrew, but our bike 
is phenomenal and it’s an honor to ride it.”

Hines, who went 6.800 at 200.98 against 
Stoffer, advanced to his 99th career final 
round and first in 2021 with victories 
against Ryan Oehler, points leader and 
defending world champ Matt Smith and 
Cory Reed.
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